
Impossible Row

Six rowers have smashed world records and 
achieved something no one else has. They have 
rowed to Antarctica! 

The Drake Passage is a waterway between Chile 
and Antarctica. In the past, it’s been thought to be 
one of the most treacherous stretches in the world.

A team of six took just over 12 days to row across 
the Drake Passage. It was called ‘the impossible 
row.’ They took it in turns to row and slept on the 
rowing boat!

No one else has ever rowed across the Drake 
Passage. According to the Guinness World Records’ 
website, they broke nine records!

One of those records was achieved by rower Fiann 
Paul. With ‘the impossible row’ he’s become the first 
person to row on all five oceans!
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Quick Questions
1.	 Find a word which means dangerous 

or deadly.  
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2.	 Do you think ‘the impossible row’ is a 
good name for this challenge? Explain 
your answer. 
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3.	 Find two world records achieved 
by ‘the impossible row.’
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4.	 Summarise this news story in 20 words 

or fewer.  
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Quick Questions
1.	 Find a word which means dangerous 

or deadly.  
treacherous�

2.	 Do you think ‘the impossible row’ is a 
good name for this challenge? Explain 
your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer which 
refers to the news story, e.g. I think 
it is a good name for the challenge 
because it is incredibly difficult to 
row across the Drake Passage.

3.	 Find two world records achieved by ‘the 
impossible row.’ 
Accept any two from: they are the first to 
row to Antarctica, they are the first to cross 
the Drake Passage or Fiann Paul became 
the first person to row on all five oceans. 

4.	 Summarise this news story in 20 words 
or fewer.  
Accept any reasonable summary which 
is 20 words or fewer, e.g. A team of six 
rowers are the first to row to Antarctica. 
It took them just over 12 days.

The Impossible Row

Six rowers have smashed world records and 
achieved something no one else has. They have 
rowed to Antarctica! 

The Drake Passage is a waterway between Chile 
and Antarctica. In the past, it’s been thought to be 
one of the most treacherous stretches in the world.

A team of six took just over 12 days to row across 
the Drake Passage. It was called ‘the impossible 
row.’ They took it in turns to row and slept on the 
rowing boat!

No one else has ever rowed across the Drake 
Passage. According to the Guinness World Records’ 
website, they broke nine records!

One of those records was achieved by rower Fiann 
Paul. With ‘the impossible row’ he’s become the first 
person to row on all five oceans!
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